Phonics at Wood Farm Primary School

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write.
Children learn about letters and letter groups having different sounds in the English

language - reading.

They also learn that sounds can be written using letters of a group of letters — spelling.
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Written language can be compared to a code, so
knowing the sounds of individual letters and how
those letters sound when they’re combined will help
children decode (read) words as they read.

Understanding phonics will also help children know
which letters to use when they are writing words.
Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken
English with individual letters or groups of letters. For
example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.

Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters
together helps them decode (read) unfamiliar or
unknown words by sounding them out. For example,
when a child is taught the sounds for the letters t, p,
a and s, they can start to build up the words: “tap”,
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In our school, we teach children phonics every day, from early in Reception and through Year 1
and Year 2, using a fun teaching programme called 'Floppy's Phonics'. Phonics lessons use an
abundance of interactive, colourful resources to support children’s learning.

Phonics sessions alternate between teaching children to encode (spell) and decode (read).

The alphabetic code is a reversible code:

(so we teach it that way)

For spelling/writing, we start with sound and encode to
print.

“Use your phoneme fingers to segment the word to see which sound you will
need to spell the word.”

For reading, we start with print and decode to sound.
“Spot the letter group in the word, sound it out, then blend it.”

How to support a child with their reading:
Decoding
1. Scan the printed word from left to right
to recognise any ‘letter groups’

2. Finger-track under each grapheme
(letter or letter group) from left to right
whilst saying each sound

3. Run your finger right under the whole
printed word, from left to right, when
you say the whole word \

How to support a child with their writing:

&

~\ Spelling-with-editing routine

* Face the same way as the learners

* Left hand, palm facing — make sure the
learners see your hand ‘on the left’

* Say the word to be spelt, very slowly —
the individual sounds will ‘pop out’

* Tally the sounds onto thumb and fingers

* Repeat each sound separately and
clearly

* Then count how many sounds



Home-School Reading

Adults in school select carefully chosen reading books to .

ensure children are practising sounds that have been taught. °
This means the book is decodable for that child so the learner J
can read it as independently as possible.

jug jet jam jig jab jog
. . . . . . Jill Jack j i i
Children bring these books home in a pack with their reading I

jacket juggle jetlag just
journal.

Floppy's Phonics features the familiar characters from the
Oxford Reading Tree series - Biff, Chip and Kipper, that are
known and loved by many children in primary schools!
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Adults in school may include recent and current Phonics
Activity Sheets.

Children should read to an adult each night (even if just a couple of pages). We ask that
adults leave a comment in the reading journal to inform us of how they go on.

Book Bags should be brought into school every day.
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Floppys Phanics. Model reading your cwn books too! Children learn from copying.




