
Phonics at Wood Farm Primary School 
 
Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write.  
Children learn about letters and letter groups having different sounds in the English 
language – reading. 
They also learn that sounds can be written using letters of a group of letters – spelling. 
 

Written language can be compared to a code, so 
knowing the sounds of individual letters and how 
those letters sound when they’re combined will help 
children decode (read) words as they read. 

Understanding phonics will also help children know 
which letters to use when they are writing words. 
Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken 
English with individual letters or groups of letters. For 
example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch. 

Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters 
together helps them decode (read) unfamiliar or 
unknown words by sounding them out. For example, 
when a child is taught the sounds for the letters t, p, 
a and s, they can start to build up the words: “tap”, 
“taps”, “pat”, “pats” and “sat”. 
 
 
 

How is Phonics taught at Wood Farm? 

 



In our school, we teach children phonics every day, from early in Reception and through Year 1 
and Year 2, using a fun teaching programme called 'Floppy's Phonics'.  Phonics lessons use an 
abundance of interactive, colourful resources to support children’s learning. 

 
Phonics sessions alternate between teaching children to encode (spell) and decode (read).  
 

 
 

How to support a child with their reading: 

 
How to support a child with their writing: 

 

 
 
 

 



Home-School Reading 

• Adults in school select carefully chosen reading books to 

ensure children are practising sounds that have been taught. 

This means the book is decodable for that child so the learner 

can read it as independently as possible. 

• Children bring these books home in a pack with their reading 
journal.  

• Floppy's Phonics features the familiar characters from the 
Oxford Reading Tree series - Biff, Chip and Kipper, that are 
known and loved by many children in primary schools! 

• Adults in school may include recent and current Phonics 

Activity Sheets.  

• Children should read to an adult each night (even if just a couple of pages). We ask that 

adults leave a comment in the reading journal to inform us of how they go on.  

• Book Bags should be brought into school every day. 

 

 

 


